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. t .
E : P ; Alimentary bese of more then half of the global population, rice
i i

‘has olveys conatituted the principle resscurce of South Vietnem, According
to the enalyses, this cereal is en sliment almost complete by its richness
;" 14n pitrogenmous materials, in phosphoric acid end in hydro.carbonated

] ‘materials, Its nutritive value loses nothing in its comparison Wi th wheat.
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oo The soil of South Vietnam, situeted in & tropical zone, is composed

.~ principelly of send on & clay base &nd alluviums carried each year in
%+ flood periods by two great rivers, the Mekong and the Donai, that copiously
i .waters it thanks to a ramiﬁcetion in considerable number of irrigations,
‘canals and rivers. The elements that it contains: nitrogen, phosphoric
: ‘acid end potasium contridbute largely to ite fertility which also proceeds

‘from seesonsl reins, abundent end regular, falling during six months of
tho yeoar,
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The rice growing production of South Vietnam ¢cen be ¢lessified 1n
'three graat cetegories after the terrains of cultures rices of the low
toruim. rices of the elevaiaed terreins end rices cultivated in inundated
‘terreins; 3 or following the epochs in which the rices are cultivated:
‘premeturs rice, sessonal rice, terdy rice. It suffered a great regression
: ,during tie second world wer and during the war of independance of Vietnem
. .which followed from it, the exodus of a great pert of the rurel population
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y g; ‘ Yo the cities having provoked tae abandon of importent cultivable arees.
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i s,.‘ N X This deficiency was rectified only after 1955 end, fram 1957, one was !

4 k; ©a nblo nnderteke exportations once egein., The table below gives the

3 ;,” crou culuntod apd the rice growing producuon from 1953 to 195T:
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: It is necessary to note that before the second world wer, the area
"of oultivatcd lends in rice in South Vietnam elone (ancient Cochin Chins)
vas from 2,400,000 ha giving @ production of 3,100,000 tons,

! II. ___ Supplies in view of exportation

R The supplies in peddy end in rice ere of two kinds. One offer is

made by the exporter factory for a certein tonnage of rice, of 2 determined
quality, at such a price, deliverable at such a date. Valid for a very
short dolay generally mot pessing 48 hours, thia putting into hand allows
the exporter to negociste his scles with his foreign clients, Or else the -
exporters themselves proceed .with buying end the comstitution of stocks,
They organize themselvee in groups of buyers that make use of the collec-
.ting centers instelled in the most remote points of the places of produce
tion.

5;§ The purchases of paddy in the producer provinces by the merchants
. ‘for the neeés of local consumption, by the manufacturers in view of a

iresale to the exporters and by the buying orgenizetions of the exporters, -
‘are ocontroled by the Administration that watches over the maintenance

iof a certain stability of the merket prices,

, 111, .___ Exportation caimerce

: The quelities of rice destined for exportation are controled b}
‘reglementery texts which differenticte deluxe rice, special choice rice,
¥hite rice, lightly blenched rice from the plantation, cergo rice end

‘dried rice.

1

The cargo rices come from a decortication of the paddy. Still
consorving their originel cclor, they are exported, either to de bleached
‘ond reconditioned in the destined couniries, or for the needs of alimen-

tery industries,

| The white rices, es their neme indicates, are those which after _
.busking undergo a second work of bleaching in the factories. They ocamprise -
‘pumerous categoriess very long deluxe rice, pure long or round choice

rice, current long or round wvhite rice, current noe i white rice, current
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i DOe 2 white rice, Japanese typs, Reunion, Java, etc...
aE 1 i 'l‘he: dried rice undergoes a special preparation. After immersion.
ta7 {7 ,in weter, the peddy is cooked by vapor, then refrozen and dried, it passes
47, Yo the husking anmd to the bleaching like the ordinary peddy.’ Tho rice
e fthua obtained, blonde and trenslucent, can be conserved for a long time.
& The broken pieces end the ferines of rice are the by-products of

. ;the manufacturing of the paddy.

S |
L Four privete and official orgmnisms cooperate in verifying the conforme
; idty of tie rices snd products for exportation with the conditioning norms
i, 'fixed by the govermment. These are the Control Service of quality raising
, 7 from the Exporters of Rice Syndicates, the General Society of Supervision
o -4n that which concerns the weight of the embarked merchandise, the Condit-
.+ -loning Ssrvice dependant on the Minister of Agriculture to deliver the

. -phytosanitary certificate end finally the Customs which gives the last

.. ‘hand to the affeir in effectuating & final control of quality, of veight
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B3 “ and of the freshness of the product,
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y Q'g The first concern of the Govermment of Vietnam is first of all to

4" assure to the producer a suitable remuneretion. It also preocccupies

i 1. 1tself in avoiding great mark ups in the locel market price of rice, which
i/ are detrimental to the popular classes in the great agglomerations, such

;¢ as Saigon-Cholon, capital of Vietnem which accounts for neerly 2 million
Jinhabitanta.
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It is in considerstion of these two cepital facts, that the Covernment
fixes tho minimum and mr ximum pricés of the paddy in output, which serve
. in turn to bese the determination of prices F. O, B, on the different
. .. qualities of rice end derivetives at exportstion.
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To this base the incidence of world merket prices are added, in func.
tion of viich the repetriations of devices which $he exporters are subjected
. Yo are effectueted in the proportion of 65 X at the officiasl change rate
~; 804 35 % at the free market rate. This support percentage is destined to
¢ @llow tho Vietnamese rice to efficiently enter iato competition on the
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% PR I Y. Bvolution of the exportetions
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Up vntil the second world war, rice ocoupied first place in exportations
.+ from Saigon's port. These exports interested at the ssme time both Vietnem
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and Cambodis that, under the French occupation. formed with laos the
Indochinnse Union.

Following the staetistics, the evercge of exportations of the

.. quinquenniel period preceeding the second world war (1935 to 1939) was .

1,513,000 tons for the two countries, of which 1,170,000 tons for South~ .~ -
Vietnem, The port of Seigon was thus classed in comourrence with Bangkok
and Rangoon in the exportation commerce of rice,

, But the second world war brought a rude blow to the rice exporters
of zéuth Vietnam who were in constant ragression up to becoming mull in
19564

, The:r recovery having taken plece in 1957, here are the tonnages
oxported since this dates
. 19,57...-............197.000 tons

1958000000. [ XXX XYY .107.000

» ; - 19590000000000000000200.000 (J'Gnuary to a‘ptﬁmb‘r 1959)

The principle clients of Vietnam are the French Oommunity, Jepen,
the Philippines, Singepor, Hong-Kong, Indonesia, Pakisten, Indian Union,
Bouth Rorea, Great-Britain, etc...

A:‘
Vi. __ Conclusions

South Vietnam being & ocouniry of egricultursl vocation, its rioce
production will remain for a long time still the most powerful maintenance
of its econamy.

Also, thue Government of Vietnam hes given in its economios development
plan priority to the restoretion im culture of abandoned lends and the
enhancing of vast aress in fallow land situeted as much in the high rogion

‘of the country as in the plain,

On the other hend, it is involved in augmenting the rentability of
the s0il by the intencive use of chemical fertilizers, the developmsnt
of the mochenized culture, the strugrcle for mestery of the water and the
sdsptation of certein verieties of rice to the periodic floods of the

. Mekong, “his great fluviel artery which waters end fertilizes simultan-

eously linos, Thailepd, Cambodia and Vietnam.

} In consequence of these works, an exportasble surplus to tho order of
-350,000 ;ons is envisaged in 1960 for Vietnam, ,
Outober 1959
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